German Racing & Coursing Club Systems
By Tom Golcher

KC & | had the good fortune to live in Germany from 1993 through 2003. It
was during this time that we were introduced to the German Racing and Coursing
Clubs. The club closest to our village of Neuhausen a.d. Fildern was Windhund -
Rennsportverein Solitude e.V (Sachsenheimring).

We first discovered this club in 1995, prior to even owning our first borzoi.
KC & | knew that one day we would own a borzoi and decided to find the sight-
hound community in Germany. We attended a large show in Stuttgart, Germany
where we searched for sighthound owners. Interestingly enough, at this particular
show, the sighthounds were not inside the pavilion like all the other breeds. The
sighthounds were outside so that the ring sizes could be made larger. Well, we did
not discover that right away, but we did f
man couple and their pair of borzois inside. Not known to us at the time, but this
couple would become our borzoi mentors and lifetime friends.

After some questions, we were not fluent in German and they were not flu-
ent in English, we learned about Club Solitude. The very next weekend we decided
to explore where we thought the club was located and see what was what. After
some trial and error we found the sign that announced the entrance. The entrance
was a dirt road in a farming area that led to what appeared to be a fairly large
clump of trees. The closer we got to the trees the clearer the picture. The trees
were not in a clump but were circling a pristine park like cleared area. As we ap-
proached the turn into the area the first thing that we saw was a cabin sized struc-
ture with a parking lot and RV parking area with hook -ups. None of this is visible
from the main highway. As we pulled up into the parking area there were many
folks walking their sighthounds, many with racing silks, some not. We arrived dur-
ing a weekly training session. We parked our car and started towards the struc-
ture. The structure was their clubhouse.

Inside was very busy with folks using a large meeting / dining area with a
bar and kitchen. Freshly prepared hot lunches were available along with beverages
of your choice T alcoholic and non -alcoholic. We purchased a hot lunch and bever-
age and went outside to the outdoor patio with long picnic tables and shade um-
brellas abound. We took a position at the end of a table where we could see the
goings on outside.
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From here we could see what
looked like a professionally built dog
racetrack. It was a beautiful 550 yard
oval sand based track with a pristine in-
field. There were 3 start boxes located
different locations to provide different
race lengths; 280 meters, 360 meters,
and 480 meters. At the 480 meter start
box was a flip sign that showed the
number of which run was to be on deck.
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Clubhouse in the background

This could be seen clearly from almost any
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location. As a dog or dogs were loaded
into the start box and then run on the
track the start box operator would flip

* &/ over the next number allowing the next
%@ in line get their hounds ready. We sat for
4 some time just watching the action.

After some amount of time a lady joined
our table and in broken English intro-
duced herself. Again, we had no idea the
’ impact this person would have in our

| Outdoor patio area ~lives. She had driven from Switzerland
to train her borzois. It was through her
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that we were eventually introduced for-
mally to the borzoi community both lo-
cally and internationally.

We learned that this club was ac-
tive between Easter and the end of Oc-
tober and opened every Sunday. Twice
a year there would be a show and race
weekend and twice a year a two day
coursing event. We made it a habit to
show up every weekend and help out
with the hounds as much as possible.
We walked hounds for warm up and View of track from clubhouse
cool down. We took the hounds to the
wash down area and cleaned the sand from their toes and sprayed them down to



